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ESSENTIAL QUESTION
• Why does conflict develop?

Lesson 3 The United States and World Affairs

Human Rights
1. Listing As you read, complete the graphic organizer 

below by listing some of the basic rights included in the 
UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Article 1

Article 2

Other Articles

Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights
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2. Identifying As you read, complete the web diagram by 
listing violations of human rights around the world.

Human Rights 
Violations

3. Describing As you read, complete the graphic organizer 
to show the steps taken to protect human rights.

Protecting Human 
Rights
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Democracy, Liberty, and Conflict
4. Sequencing As you read, complete the time line to trace 

the growth of democracy from the early 1900s to the 
present.

WWI: 

After WWII: 

The Cold War:

After the Cold War:

Early 1900s: Few democratic countries exist. 

Today: About 60 percent of nations are democracies.
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The United States and Recent Conflicts

5. Describing List details that describe the U.S. response to 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

U.S. Response to Terrorism

Government Response Description

Department of Homeland 
Security

Goals:

•

•

•

Powers:

•

•

Patriot Act of 2001 Goal:

•

Powers:

•

•
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6. Identifying As you read, use the chart to take notes on 
the war in Afghanistan in response to the attacks of 
September 11.

War in Afghanistan

• Afghanistan was ruled by .

•   aided al Qaeda, the group behind 
.

•  President George W.Bush demanded . 
The Taliban refused.

• In October 2001, .

•  Fighting continued as Afghanistan tried to set up 
.

•   was difficult to determine. 
President Obama .

•  In May 2011, .
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7. Organizing In early 2003, while still fighting in 
Afghanistan, the United States attacked Iraq. As you 
read, use the graphic organizer to note the successes, 
problems, and outcome of the war in Iraq.

U.S. War in Iraq

Successes Problems Outcome
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8. Listing As you read, complete the graphic organizer on 
other challenges that the United States faces in world 
affairs.

More World
Challenges

Iran Pakistan Israel and 
Palestinians
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